Contributory League Match Officials Update – July 2007
Promotion
The following criteria will be taken into consideration when selecting those for promotion. They have been placed in priority order although performance in all elements of the criteria will be analysed when considering promotion. Note will also be taken of fitness, administration and availability.
Promotion to National List of Assistant Referees
1. Performance as Panel Assistant Referee (Assessor)

2. Performance as Contributory League Referee (Assessor)

3. Performance as Contributory League Referee (Clubs)

Promotion to the Panel List of Referees

1. Performance as Contributory League Referee (Assessor)

2. Performance as Contributory League Referee (Club)

+ Coaches Reports 

Promotion to Contributory League List of Referees

1. Performance as Supply League Referee (Assessor)

2. Performance as Supply League Referee (Club)

3. Performance as Contributory League Assistant Referee (Assessor)

Retention

The introduction of Age Discrimination Legislation has necessitated a more robust system of promotion and retention which allows referees to develop but also creates opportunities for referees to move through the system. Consequently, the removal of officials from the Contributory League Referees List will be based on their final merit table position of active match officials for the period 1 March 2007 – 28 February 2008 according to the following criteria.
For National List Assistant Referees

If you finish in the bottom 15% of either the Assessor Merit List or Club Merit List AND the bottom 30% of the alternate list AND the bottom 25% of the National List of Assistant Referees Assessor Merit List you will be removed from the Contributory League Referees List and the National List of Assistant Referees.
So:
   Bottom 15% Assessor Merit Table 

+ Bottom 30% Club Merit Table 

+ Bottom 25% National List of Assistant Referees Assessor Merit Table

= Removal
OR
   Bottom 15% Club Merit Table 

+ Bottom 30% Assessor Merit Table 

+ Bottom 25% National List of Assistant Referees Assessor Merit Table

= Removal 
For Panel Assistant Referees

If you are in the bottom 15% of the Assessor Merit List or Club Merit List AND the bottom 30% of the alternate list you will be removed from the Contributory League Referees List. First Year Referees are exempt from these criteria.

So:
   Bottom 15% Assessor Merit Table 

+ Bottom 30% Club Merit Table 

= Removal
OR
   Bottom 15% Club Merit Table 

+ Bottom 30% Assessor Merit Table 

= Removal 
Banding Letters
Contributory League Referees

To enable you to monitor your own performance relative to other officials you will receive details of your position on the Contributory League Merit List four times a season. These letters will record your performance from 1 March until (1) 30 April
, (2) 31 October, (3) 31 December, and (4) 28/29 February. Please note the final banding letter will not be sent until the end of the season when you will be notified of your retention.

Furthermore, for the first time, you will receive exact details of your position within the Contributory League system for both your assessor merit table and club merit table in the format below:
Technical Assessments: 110/475

Club Band: 350/475
This will enable you to position yourself in accordance with the promotion and retention criteria outlined above.
Contributory League Assistant Referees
Contributory League Assistant Referees will receive notification of your position on the Contributory League Assistant Referees Merit List twice a season for information purposes. This information will notify you of your position at 31 October and 28 February. The letter detailing your position as at 28 February will not be distributed until the end of the playing season.
Notification of Appointments
Contributory League appointments will no longer be distributed by post but will be posted online at http://www.thefa.com/ContributoryLeagueOfficials 
You can also access this link by visiting www.TheFA.com, selecting THE FA tab at the top of the page, then Refereeing on the left of the page, and then clicking the link to Contributory League Officials. Appointments will be available in accordance with the dates outlined below. 
August 

Week Commencing 30 July 2007

September

Week Commencing 13 August 2007

October

Week Commencing 17 September 2007

November 

Week Commencing 15 October 2007

December

Week Commencing 12 November 2007 

January

Week Commencing 10 December 2007 

February 

Week Commencing 14 January 2007 

March


Week Commencing 18 February 2007 

April/May

Week Commencing 17 March 2007 

In addition, most re-appointments will be distributed by email. Consequently, as a Contributory League match official you are expected to have access to a frequently checked email account.

Match Officials are expected to establish their own systems to ensure receipt of appointments.

Closed Dates
Closed dates should be emailed to Closeddates@TheFA.com in the same way as last season. You must include your FAMOA Number, name, reason for closing dates, and the date itself in the body of the email. Your FAMOA Number must also appear in the subject heading.  Level 4 officials must close dates for Supply League fixtures. For more detailed instructions please refer to your manual of guidance. 
Acknowledgement of Appointments

On receipt of Contributory League appointments you should acknowledge acceptance by email to Contriback@TheFA.com. You should indicate your FAMOA Number, name, acceptance of the appointment, the match date and your position in the refereeing team. Your FAMOA Number must also appear in the subject heading.
Change to Personal Details 

If you there is a change to your personal details, notification should be sent by email to Contribdetails@TheFA.com. Your FAMOA Number must appear in the subject heading.
Fees & Expenses

Contributory League Fees and Expenses for Season 2007/08 will be:

Referee 
- £45

Assistants 
- £30

plus 27p per mile.
It is the responsibility of the match referee to make arrangements for joint travel with the other officials and for him/her to establish the most cost-effective way for all three officials to travel. All officials are reminded that joint travel on Saturdays and Bank Holidays is non-negotiable.
Contributory League Fitness Test – Re-takes
For season 2007/08 in an effort to ensure our Contributory League Officials reflect those who actively officiate on the Contributory Leagues, there will only be 3 additional re-test dates for those who fail to complete the test in the close season. An additional test will be arranged in August, September and October. Dates and venues will be arranged once the July fitness tests have been completed. Only in very exceptional circumstances will an additional fitness test be arranged after these dates.
I wish you all an enjoyable and successful season.
N S Barry

Head of Senior Referee Development 

July 2007
� For the 30 April 2007 Banding Letter you will be notified of your position in groups of 25 as per previous letters. 





