CONFERENCE REPORT 2007

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Duration 2.35pm – 6.05pm

Surrey members in attendance. David Crick, Vic Rolland, Brian Fish, Roy Butler, Dave Cooper, David Gowers, Mark Ford and Ray Mallery (RA & RAE Board Member).

Approximately 105 members in attendance.

The various reports from each of the Officers had been circulated via the Conference brochure. Each was discussed in turn and members invited to visit the rostrum to address Conference on points raised from the report.

The accounts of both the RA and the RAE came under close scrutiny with both complimentary comments and criticism coming from the floor. Ways of generating income were discussed, as were ways of making substantial savings. The FAMOA incentive scheme had been very profitable for the RA who sold £30,000 worth of stock to the FA last year and had already sold £31,000 this year. This is a massive amount of income for the RA and is an area that every Society could promote within their membership and thereby raising thousands of pounds more for the RA.

Long and Meritorious Awards were bestowed on :-

John Austin (Stratford), Michael Blackman (Norwich), James Blinco (Rotherham), Brian Crompton (Solihull), Nigel Genner (Stourbridge), Fred Kempton (Harrow), James Miles (Mid Sussex), Anthony Pennie (Ealing), Bryan Pymm (Coventry) Trevor Rickman (Southampton), Paul Tebbutt (Northampton), Nick Thatcher (Redhill), William Webb (Rotherham).

50 Year Membership Awards were awarded to:

 Jock Cambell ( Maidstone), Joe Fitzwilliams (Bromley), P. Griffiths (Doncaster), Walter Johnston (Westmorland), Gordon Leadley (North Staffs), David Marshall (Rotherham), Len Martin (Medway), Dennis Meadows (Lowestoft), Brian Pearce N.Devon), Howard Taylor (Leicester).

RULE CHANGES 

 Rule change ‘A’                  Amendment of accounting rules (5 sections taken en bloc) 

FOR – 6342,   AGAINST – 34, no spoilt votes  -  PASSED

Rule change ‘B’ & ‘C’        Expenses 

                                              Both thrown out due to incorrect submission.

Rule change ‘D’                  Election of Board members

FOR – 5875,   AGAINST – 300, no spoilt votes, 95% majority, Total votes cast  6175  -  PASSED

Rule change ‘E’                  Election of Board members.

FOR- 6144,     AGAINST- 178, no spoilt votes, 97% majority,  Total votes cast  6322   - PASSED

Rule change ‘F’                   Standing Orders and Rules

FOR- 5443,     AGAINST- 927, no spoilt votes, 85% majority,  Total votes cast  6370   -  PASSED

Rule change ‘G’                   Standing Orders and Rules

FOR- 6372,     AGAINST- 6, no spoilt votes, 99.9% majority,   Total votes cast  6378   -  PASSED

Rule change ‘H’                   Minutes of General Meeting

FOR- 6325,     AGAINST- 5, no spoilt votes, 99.9% majority,   Total votes cast 6330    -  PASSED

Rule change ‘I’                     Subscriptions

FOR-3778,      AGAINST-2620, no spoilt votes, 59% majority,  Total votes cast 6398   -  PASSED

Rule change ‘J’                    Subscriptions  

FOR-5396,      AGAINST- 997, no spoilt votes, 84.4% majority, Total votes cast 6393   - PASSED

Notice of Motion

FOR-5362,      AGAINST- 654, 55 spoilt votes, 89.10 majority,   Total votes cast 6016   - PASSED

A very disappointing and worrying aspect about these changes was that an average of only 6303 votes were cast out of a possible 11828 on each proposal. WHERE DID ALL THE OTHER VOTES GO AND WHY WERE THEY NOT CAST?

FRIDAY

The Friday evening was a Social event with a hot meal and a band.  President of the RAE David Ellerey presented the 50 year awards and the MSA’s to the worthy recipients.    

SATURDAY   

A good, wholesome breakfast set everyone up for a long, interesting day. There were nine different workshops set up each one covering a different topic and run by top Premiership and FA Officials.

The theme of the Conference was PRACTICAL REFEREEING and the first keynote speaker was Steve Bennett who with the aid of technology spoke about ‘PROTECTING THE IMAGE OF THE GAME’.

This was followed by the workshops with the topics being; THE OFFSIDE LAW, MATCH CONFRONTATION, RECOGNISING FOUL CHALLENGES, SIMULATION, REFEREEING ON THE LOCAL PARKS, PLAYER MANAGEMENT, IMPROVE YOUR ON-FIELD PERFORMANCE, BEING AN EFFECTIVE ASSISTANT REFEREE, THE RAE- WHERE ARE WE NOW.

After lunch, Ian Blanchard covered the law amendments for next season, which took approximately four minutes due to the fact that they are mainly changes of text.

Further workshop sessions were followed by the final keynote speaker, Premiership and FIFA referee Mike Reilly who gave an excellent presentation on the art of successful refereeing.

President, David Ellerey concluded Conference with an elegant summary of the days proceedings coupled with various points of interesting information.

The evening’s proceedings kicked off with a three-course meal followed by dancing to an excellent band ‘The Likely Lads’. The RA draw took place during the interval, as did presentations to members who had been appointed to the most prestigious matches during the season.

With a halt being called at 1am it was then time to retire to the bar for a nightcap or two.

OVERVIEW OF CONFERENCE 2007

Venue easily accessible from the motorway, very nice hotel, Conference facilities excellent, food very good, company superb, enjoyable dinner/dance, excellent speakers and content of workshop.

AGM- a total long winded, drawn out bore.

NEXT YEAR

Conference next year is the Centenary Conference, which will be held at ‘The Renaissance’ Hotel in Solihull on Saturday 5th July 2008 when it is hoped that the Guest of Honour will be the instantly recognisable Pierre Luigi Collena.

Talks are currently taking place to organise some form of transport up for the event so please make a note in your diary now.

Brian Fish

Hon. Secretary. 

