Who am I?

	Q1
	What is your name?

	A1
	David Hutchinson

	Q2
	When were you born?

	A2
	Ilkeston, Derbyshire

	Q3
	Why did you get into Refereeing?

	A3
	Did a course at school 1973. Did school matches and then stopped when I went to University before restarting in my late 20’s. Had no-one to mentor us in those days.

	Q4
	Who do you support (football)?

	A4
	Nottingham Forest – still a season ticket holder, seen all the ups and downs

	Q5
	Do you model yourself on a particular Referee and if so who?

	A5
	I have not refereed a match for a long time now. I spend a lot of time instructing and assessing. My role models in that respect, to whom I owe an enormous amount, are Brian Pearce and Vic Skilton.

	Q6
	What are your refereeing highlights to date?

	A6
	I did some good matches lining to Mike Topping including Dorking v Watford (the great side with Barnes and Blissett), Chertsey v Wimbledon (with Wise, Scales, Fashnu and co) and Aldershot v Fulham. I had plenty of cup finals and enjoyed involved on the Isthmian League but overall my most enjoyable refereeing was in the Surrey Intermediate League. As an assessor doing the AFC Wimbledon v Chelmsford match, top two in Conference South in January and assessing the Salisbury v Bishop Stortford conference play off a couple of seasons ago were recent highlights.
One football highlight never to be forgotten, watching Forest beat Malmo in the European Cup final in Munich.

	Q7
	What advice would you give to a new Referee?

	A7
	Know the laws, be confident in everything you do and make sure you excel with your administration

	Q8
	What goals have you set yourself within Refereeing?

	A8
	I have pretty well reached my limit with instructing and assessing. I guess unachievable heights such as assessing the Surrey Senior Cup Final and the Panel might be fun. I mentor a young Level 4 referee, I want to help him get to Level 3 very soon.

	Q9
	What has been the funniest thing you have seen during a game you have Refereed?

	A9
	I saw Malcolm Macdonald shatter the crossbar with a tremendous shot when playing for Luton Town at the City Ground against Forest (around 1970), the bar collapsed, the keeper was stunned – not so funny if it had hit him of course.

	Q10
	Given a free reign (Don’t worry about upsetting FIFA) what law change would you implement?

	A10
	Offside is always contentious but I thought that we had go the interpretation about right a couple of seasons ago. I really don’t like the new policy and I think that players should still be penalised for offside if they gain an advantage in the second phase of play.


