WHO AM I? – this month TONY MURPHY shares his thoughts 
	Q1
	What is your name?

	A1
	Anthony Peter Murphy

	Q2
	When were you born?

	A2
	7 August 1946

	Q3
	Why did you get into Refereeing?

	A3
	When I played we often never had a referee so I took the referee’s course so that I could officiate when a referee wasn’t appointed.

	Q4
	Who do you support (football)?

	A4
	Millwall

	Q5
	Do you model yourself on a particular Referee and if so who?

	A5
	No, but I had tremendous admiration for a lot of the referees who refereed on the Football League when I lined.

	Q6
	What are your refereeing highlights to date?

	A6
	There are several. Running the line to George Courtney on a UEFA Cup match between Sporting Lisbon and Napoli when Maradonna played. An Autoglass Cup final line at Wembley (C. Henderson was the other linesman). Refereeing Hampshire’s Senior Cup Final and receiving an award for 35 years service to Hampshire football. 

The best however was being appointed to Millwall on my first ever Football League Line, being appointed as Linesman on Millwall’s first ever televised first division match and again Linesman on their first televised FA cup match.

	Q7
	What advice would you give to a new Referee?

	A7
	Be professional both on and off the pitch no matter at what level you officiate and always be true to yourself.

	Q8
	What goals have you set yourself within Refereeing?

	A8
	My goal when I refereed was always to get to the next level up.

	Q9
	What has been the funniest thing you have seen during a game you have Refereed?

	A9
	I enjoyed my refereeing career tremendously and being a “seat of the pants referee” (as one Assessor described me) there were many funny moments. Possibly the funniest was when I thought the referee had blown the final whistle at a West Ham first division match and didn’t realise until I had reached the centre circle that  he had only given a free kick so I had to back pedal to the touchline line furiously.

	Q10
	Given a free rein (don’t worry about upsetting FIFA) what law change would you implement?

	A10
	Simplify the offside law so that everybody (including players and commentators) can understand it and it can be applied consistently. Also punish more severely (and make sure the laws are applied) divers and cheats.




